Minutes of a Meeting of Newenden Parish Council on 20 June 2023 at 7.30 pm in St Peters church
Present:

Mr D Wheeler (chairman)

Mrs T Gethin

Mrs V Robertson

Mr A Garman

Mrs N Holland

Clerk

Mr J Leeves

Apologies for absence

1. Apologies were received from Ashford Borough Councillor Mrs K Walder.

Declarations of Interest

2. None.

Minutes of the AGM on 12 May 

3. The minutes of the meeting on 12 May having been circulated, were agreed as a correct record.

Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting on 12 May

4. None.

Financial Statement 20 June

5. The clerk said that there had only been routine expenditure in the previous month. There was at present a difficulty in making payments because the bank was in the process of designating new Councillors as authorised signatories to the account. Councillor Holland said that the situation should be resolved shortly.

Annual Return

Internal Audit

6. Mr Ions had undertaken the internal audit. He had not made any comments.

Exemption Certificate

7. The clerk said that the Council met the criteria for exemption from a limited assurance audit by the external auditor which would cost £210.00 plus VAT. Councillors agreed that they did not want the assurance of an audit by the external auditor and the Council would therefore have an exemption.

Governance Statement

8. The Annual Return had already been circulated to Councillors and they agreed that they could answer in the affirmative to all the Governance questions. 

Accounting Statement

9. The Accounting Statement had already been circulated to Councillors. Councillors agreed that they were content with the figures.

Procedure

10. The clerk then explained the procedure for handling the Annual Return. The clerk would complete the minutes and provided that Councillors were content with the draft, complete the Annual Return. Signatures of the chairman and clerk would be inserted electronically. The return would then be sent to Councillor Garman for publication on the new website. The clerk would put it on the notice board. In addition to the Annual Return a bank reconciliation would be published on the website, together with an explanation of significant variances from the previous year. This all needed to be done by 1 July.
Invoices for Payment

Mr Scott Pemberton              Grass cutting                                £170.00
Report on new village hall

11. Councillor Gethin said that a meeting of the former trustees of the Newenden Trust had considered a draft of the lease on the new village hall from the Selmes Trust. The draft lease was a repairing lease and the former trustees were unable to sign it.. In any case, there was a more fundamental problem with signature of the lease. All of the Trustees of the Newenden Trust had resigned and were not able to sign it. The position was therefore in limbo and the village hall project could not go forward. To resolve the deadlock the Charity Commission might need to get involved to perhaps recommend the appointment of new trustees.
Planning

12. Planning Application: PA/2023/0983 Mulberry cottage. Councillor Holland declared a personal interest. Councillors had no comments on the application.
Highways

Cricket balls and public safety

13. Councillor Robertson said there was a safety problem with cricket balls being hit in the direction of the A268 and Lossenham Lane. There had been several near misses and the chairman confirmed that some of his employees had been affected. For public safety reasons the Parish Council had to step in and ensure that the Cricket club erected nets on poles along the A268 and Lossenham lane boundaries of the cricket pitch. There should be no difficulty in obtaining planning permission as public safety was involved. The Parish Council would override previous objections by residents to nets on the Lossenham lane boundary.

Potholes

14. The County Council had filled some potholes but the filling was not very effective and had come out within a short period. This was unsatisfactory but there was nothing that could be done.

Hedging

15. Councillor Robertson said that the County Council had circulated a note about vegetation overhanging the footway and the highway. She would be speaking to residents whose hedges were overgrown. 
Newenden Bridge

16. Councillor Robertson reported that a report on the condition ofNewenden bridge was currently with the County Council Engineering Department. She had not seen a copy and it appeared neither had English Heritage.
20 MPH Limit on Roads in the Village

17. Councillor Robertson reported that Councillor Walder was helping in the application for a 20 mph speed limit in the village.

Any other business

Bus shelter
18. The chairman reported that the bus shelter had been installed and would soon be completed. The Coronation seat had also been installed next to the bus shelter.
Defibrillator

19. The chairman reported that the defibrillator installed in the White Hart was not working and it would cost a great deal to repair. A maintenance plan had been taken out for the defibrillator in the telephone box. This defibrillator was not in a box to protect it from cold temperatures and a suitable container would need to be found. It was not sensible to have two defibrillators close together and it was suggested that one should be located up Lossenham Lane at Councillor Holland’s stables.
20. A training session had taken place in use of the defibrillator and a further course had been organised in Sandhurst. 

Note from Thorson Farms

21. Residents were provided with a copy of a note from Thorson Farms on their planned activities.

New Parish Council website and eMail Addresses

22. Councillor Garman explained that all Councillors now had a .gov e mail address. A new dedicated Parish Council website would very shortly be introduced and the address would be: Newenden-pc.gov.uk
Members of the Public on the Selmes Land
23. Mrs Eldridge said that some members of the public had pitched a tent on the riverbank. She had spoken to them and they had been extremely rude. The chairman said that if there were any repeat of the incident then he would be prepared to intervene.
Date of next meeting

24. The next meeting would be on 5 September.
Chairman……………………………………………………                        Date……………………………………………………
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