24 March 2026
Full road closure required for Newenden Bridge repairs in Summer 2027
Kent County Council will be carrying out essential maintenance works on Newenden Bridge, currently planned for 16 June 2027 to 14 September 2027.
To safely complete these works, a full road closure will be required. Pedestrian access across the bridge is expected to be maintained throughout.
Due to significant pressures on the regional road network – including several National Highways maintenance programmes on the A21 and other scheduled works in the area – the earliest suitable window that can accommodate a road closure of this length and scale is in 2027. Although the A21 activities are mostly carried out overnight, their frequency means there is not a sufficiently uninterrupted period to permit our three‑month programme any earlier.
Planning this work in advance allows KCC to minimise disruption, avoid clashes with other schemes, and maintain appropriate access arrangements for residents, businesses and emergency services. Where access relies on crossing the bridge, this will be via the pedestrian route or the agreed diversion.
Peter Osborne, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, said: "We understand how important Newenden Bridge is to the community, and we know that any closure can be challenging for those who rely on it every day. These works are vital to keeping the bridge safe and resilient for many years to come. By coordinating this programme well in advance, we’re able to reduce disruption and keep the local road network moving. We appreciate the community’s patience while this important maintenance is carried out and will continue to share clear information as we approach the start of the works."
Traffic management details:
· Access arrangements: A full road closure will be in place. However, pedestrian access across the bridge will be maintained, and access to local businesses will remain available via the signed diversion.
· Timing of closure: The road will be closed 24/7 for the duration of the works.
· Diversion route: the alternative route for any through traffic is via A268 Rye Road, Megrims Hill, Rye Road, A229 Highgate Hill, Horns Road, Merriments Lane, Horns Hill, Coopers Corner, A21(T) London Road, Silverhill, Robertsbridge Bypass, Johns Cross Road, Vinehall Road, Woodmans Green Road, Hastings Road, New Road, Whydown Hill, Kent Street, Ebdens Hill, A28 Westfield Lane, Church Lane, Main Road, Brede Road, Brede Hill, Cackle Street, Northiam Road, Horns Cross, Well House Hill, Perryman Cross, Hastings Road, Main Street, Station Road and vice versa.
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