
Minutes of the Annual General Meetnn of Newenden Parish Council on 12 May 2023 in St Peters 
church at 7.30 pm

Present:

Mr D Rose (outnoinn chairman)
Mr D Wheeler (chairman)
Mrs T Gethin
Mr A Garman
Mrs N Holland
Mrs V Robertson

Clerk

Mr J Leeves

There were 18 members of the public present.

Apologies for absence

1. None.

Declaratons of interest

2. None.

Electon of caairaan

3. The outnoinn chairman thanked the Councillors not standinn for re-electon and asked for 
nominatons for a new chairman. Mrs Gethin nominated Mr Wheeler and there beinn no other 
nominatons Mr Wheeler was elected as chairman.

Electon of Viice caairaan

4. Mrs Gethin was nominated to be vice chairman. There beinn no other nominatons Mrs Gethin 
was elected as vice chairman.

Signature of Declaratons of Acceptance of Ofce

5. Elected Councillors sinned their declaratons of acceptance of ofce.

Declaratons of Pecuniar  nnterests

6. The clerk distributed forms for the declaraton of pecuniary interests of new Councillors. These 
should be returned to the chairman and the clerk would then collect them and send them to Ashford
Borounh Council. Completed forms should be niven to the chairman by 1 June.

Allocaton of Business Responsibilites between Councillors

7. The followinn allocatons were made:
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Hinhways: Councillor V Robertson
Planninn: Councillors Mrs T Gethin and Mrs N Holland
Responsibility for bankinn transactons (payments etc):  Councillor Mrs N Holland
Website and social media: Councillor Mr A Garman
Police liaison and PCSO: the chairman

8. The chairman said that the Council had created a new post with responsibility for the environment
and conservaton and he would deal with issues in this area.

9. The clerk reminded Councillors that they needed to appoint a safenuardinn ofcer. This was 
necessary althounh the Council rarely, if ever, had any dealinns with children or vulnerable adults. 
The chairman said he would be the desinnated safenuardinn ofcer assisted by somebody from the 
villane who was DBS veted.

10. Mr Livsey had anreed to take responsibility for footpaths.

Noainaton of Parisa Council Representatie on tae Selaes Trust

11. The chairman reported that in consequence of a channe in the Governinn document of the 
Selmes Trust the number of Trustees had been increased and now included a representatve of the 
Parish Council. The Parish Council had therefore been invited to nominate a person to represent the 
Council on the Selmes Trust. The Council had decided to nominate Mr R Gould. Mr Gould was willinn 
to represent the Parish Council.

Witadrawal of tae Parisa Council froa tae Manageaent Agreeaent wita tae Selaes Trust 

12. The chairman reported that in consequence of the revision of the Selmes Trust Governinn 
document the Parish Council had decided to withdraw from the anreement under which they had 
mananed the Selmes Trust land. The Selmes Trust had been niven the appropriate notce. 

Minutes of tae Meetngs on 21 Februar  and 24 April

13. The minutes of the meetnn on 21 February and the extraordinary meetnn of the 24 April were 
approved as a correct record. The chairman said that the minutes of the extraordinary meetnn of 24
April which Ashford Borounh Council had published on their planninn website, because it contained 
a record of the discussion on planninn applicaton PAA2023A0585, needed to be clarifed with the 
Borounh Council because he did not have a pecuniary interest in the applicaton. This needed to be 
made clear to the Borounh Council.

Matters arising froa tae Minutes of tae Meetngs on 21 Februar  and tae 24 April

14. None.

Financial Stateaent of 12 Ma 

15. The clerk said that the Council had so far incurred litle expenditure and there was nothinn 
exceptonal to report. 
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Caildren’s Pla ground Replaceaent of Swing and Refurbisaaent Work

16. The chairman said that the swinn in the children’s playnround had been repaired and the 
playnround was now open for use. However, he commented that the play equipment was now very 
old and it minht not pass the next safety inspecton. Any replacement of equipment would be very 
expensive.

Higawa s

17. Councillor Robertson said that the problem of speedinn was of concern throunhout the villane. 
She had been in touch with Kent Hinhways to discuss the problem. The clerk added that he had e 
mailed Kent Hinhways and they had sent him a form for a Hinhways Improvement plan for the Parish
which the Council would have to complete. He would send this to Councillor Robertson.

Planning

18. There were no planninn applicatons to report.

An  otaer Business

Noise from Bourne’s Premises 

19. A resident raised concerns about the noise cominn from Bourne’s premises. The problem was 
partcularly bad for residents of Copt Hall because they lived at a distance, but opposite the 
premises. There was some seasonality to noise levels beinn more prevalent in Sprinn and Summer 
and not quite so much in the Winter. This seasonality was taken as beinn indicatve of actvity. 
Councillor Gethin said she had spoken to Mr Bourne and the company was atemptnn to reduce the 
noise from machinery. It was her view that the company wanted to help and was askinn employees 
to keep the noise levels down.

20. The chairman said that residents should contnue to keep records of the noise so as to provide 
them to the Environment Anency. 

Date of next aeetng

21. The next meetnn would be on 20 June.

Chairman………………………………………………………………..         Date………………………………………….
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