


NEWENDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
St Peters Church TUESDAY 7 MAY 2024 

PRESENT: Councillors Mr D Wheeler (DW) Chairman, Mr A Garman (AG), Mrs N Holland

IN ATTENDANCE: County Councillor Mr M Hill, Mrs L Dobson, Clerk and 22 members of the public. 



1. [bookmark: _Hlk165317032]Election of a chairman for the ensuing year – Cllr Holland proposed Cllr Wheeler as Chairman for the year ahead, this was seconded by Cllr Garman. Cllr Wheeler agreed and signed his declaration of acceptance of office. 

2. Election of a vice-chairman for the ensuing year – Cllr Wheeler nominated Cllr Holland, this was seconded by Cllr Garman. Cllr Holland agreed and signed her declaration of acceptance of office. 

3. Apologies for absence. Had been received from Cllr Mrs V Robertson (on holiday). DW also explained that Tavia Gethin had recently resigned from the council and thanks her for all her work as a councillor over the last few years. Apologies were later received from District Councillor K Walder. 

4. Declarations of interest whether personal or personal/pecuniary regarding matters on the agenda. Members were reminded that they should review their current declared interests displayed on Ashford Borough Council's website and let the Parish Clerk know if there are any changes to what has been declared.  

5. [bookmark: _Hlk165057432]Allocation of responsibilities – Councillors present agreed the following roles and responsibilities for the year ahead: 

1. Planning – Cllr Holland
2. Highways – Cllr Roberston
3. Playground – Cllr Holland
4. Finance / bank transactions – Cllr Holland 
5. Website, social media and communications – Cllr Garman 
6. Employment sub-committee – Cllr Holland
7. Safeguarding officers – Cllr Wheeler and Cllr Robertson 
8. Environment – Cllr Wheeler

6. Membership of External Bodies 
1. Councillors resolved to remain members of both the National Association of Local councils and Kent Association of Local Councils at an annual cost of £175.74.
2. Cllr Wheeler was nominated as council representative to attend area KALC meetings as required.

7. To consider and adopt the Local Government Association Model Code of Conduct for Councillors. Councillors agreed to adopt the model Code of Conduct as drafted. 


8. To agree a schedule to adopt and review policy documents over the forthcoming year. A schedule to review policy documents was agreed and would be maintained by the Clerk. 

9. To review and agree the schedule for meeting dates in the forthcoming council year. Meeting dates for the year ahead were reviewed and agreed. 

********************************************

Commencement of ordinary PC meeting

10. To consider and approve the minutes of the meeting on 9th April 2024. The minutes were approved and signed. 

11. Matters arising from the minutes/ action points from 9th April 2024 (not covered elsewhere on agenda)
· River water quality – the results of the tests commissioned by the council have come back and are very positive. There is no risk to human health and the level of contaminants is very low, with the water quality result being ‘excellent’ for total coliforms, E.coli  and intestinal enterococci.  

12. Verbal reports / progress updates from Council members. 

i. Highways – Cllr Roberston had reported that repairs to the bridge are still awaited. AG and others have recently reported potholes. AG implored everyone to continue to report potholes so they can be repaired. 
ii. Playground – NH thanked Jane and Anthony Dawson for their generous donation towards the new equipment. On 29th June there will be a fund raiser for the playground at Lossenham Manor, all invited to come along and help raise additional funds. Cllrs have worked hard to get the current equipment in a safe state to enable the playground to be opened as soon as possible.  

13. Annual Return: Accounting and Governance Statement – The Clerk explained the purpose of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). Papers had been circulated in advance for the financial year ending 31 March 2024. Having reviewed, Councillors approved sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR and noted the internal auditors report. The clerk explained the requirement for the notice of electors rights and councillors agreed to the public inspectin period commencing on Thursday 6th June until Wednesday 17th July. 


14. Finance.  Authorisation of accounts – the following payments and receipts were approved for the period 6th March to 30th April 2024.  

	Payments
	VAT £
	Total £

	Clerk salary – March and April 2024
	
	629.20

	Clerks expenses November – March 
	
	64.50

	Reimbursement for water quality test - Cllr Wheeler
	18.33
	110.00

	Receipts
	
	

	Grants and donations (restricted use for new play equipment)
	
	31,400.00

	Precept
	
	5,000.00




15. Planning – to consider any planning applications received from Ashford Borough Council and any other planning matters. None to consider. 

16. Matters for consideration as an agenda item for the next meeting. Nothing was requested. 

17. Public Questions – questions and comments made as follows: 

1. Concerns around how wet the field is where the playground is currently, are there any other areas of land that could be used instead? A lot of money is being raised which don’t want to go to waste. PC will take advice from the play equipment company before installation.
2. Is the play area hedge going to be lowered as suggested by the Rospa report and requested by the Selmes Trust? Safeguarding concern if don’t lower. PC has agreed to get the hedge lowered but will do so at the end of the year when birds no longer nesting.  
3. Great news about the river – can you elaborate a bit more about the potential swimming area designation? Unfortunately, unlikely to qualify as need 100 people using the water every day in the summer months. If get it designated as a bathing water then southern water will need to monitor it much more closely – at the moment they don’t have to test it at all. PC will continue to consider if an application is worthwhile. 
4. Potholes are being fixed regularly near Friar field but not on the main road – why is that, is someone reporting? If can find out who gets them mended then could help with the rest. Villagers need to keep ringing or emailing Kent County Council – report tyre or wheel damage and health and safety of swerving cars. 
5. Request for a microphone - council is looking into it. 
6. Battery bank landowner update – met with farmer and land agent seeking further advice to ensure doing the best thing to alleviate the flooding, not just moving the problem elsewhere. 


18. Date of next planned meeting: 2 July at 7.30pm. 



Meeting closed at 7.50pm. 



Signed: 					Chairman

Date: 			






